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Presi dent 60s message
Happy April everyone and welcome to anot t
and PTA work that is coming to an end Lgﬁd’é)p{e"fg?l ons
some of you. | know that in previous newD(B&sCHIIﬂ@Srs I ha
Standards for Family Sch8bangaa®Empttraksn snlgi pgp dmd t hi s mon
ever yd Fcahmilld es are empowered to be advocateswfrormathei
ensure that students are treated fair/l n_d ave acce
support their success. This is so |mp%r|t‘]5|% tMPa
l earn about how the school district oper%$‘e§”7\vyhsat_{?olﬂ
and that there is information availablle 6t} ﬂ)aﬁﬂe'\hﬂas t
school and district. PTAs are so integrfft| LINR hipS bec
answers and its one uniform location for, rvtsp\to

{ 8BHNB 2 ¥
This standard is important to me and | doyybﬂmea\,\pSLtJQ)N
on my mind that | feel Iike | need to ad@ﬂ?ﬁ?fﬂ Lsagt e
mostly state PTA offices from a fiConcerned Citizeno a
There are ramblings about doomsday devi®€S[ OKiSrNdor ne
your |l ocal PTA unit receives one of t hesleLILWNStOrlss DY e
Mont ana PTA office. National PTA is coll2g8iag ealcl of
to the FBI to investigate the situation.yAbReng mSne e ms
targeted. This saddens me that things |ike this happe
an end to this soon and the person respbWdzy B[ &owiA i b
On a personal note | would I|Iike to thankH]}%gMEPh .hY%SgL%)é:
your PTA this year It feels | ike a yea[rAQHaruts aa¢ndt
We have been working hard to watch our fh ¥Q@®ces and u
ithank youd enough to all of you for your recruitment
possi ble and National PTA stronger Your PTA still ha
because t he d'dadICihree ki L uApriulr L®adership, Membership,
Award that Montana PTA has available. One more note p
your budget to send members to Convention in October
believe this training is ver e for your PTA b
members. We work hard to mak dabl e and r emen
scholarships to pay for some Montana
Pl ease i f you have questions m:ﬂk gi
ti me3B66. I't has been great tana
President for that past year

Michelle Duncan
Montana PTA President

everychlld 01 Voice.
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Treasurer news

This time of year your units may be trying to find new board members. Sometime
this is not an easy task and finding a good Treasurer is no exception. Prospective
Treasurers sometimes want information on what there duties would be if serving in
this position. Here is a link to the National PTA Back to School Kit
which is all about Treasurer Duties. http://shar.es/B29Ug

Please contact the Montana PTA office with any questions you may
have. Thank You!

Colleen Nichols

Montana PTA Treasurer
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News from the President -elect

| was honored to attend the 2014
Conference -h8| di Mawaé&éhilagt on, |D.
provides in depth discussions jab
priorities through workshops, ke
Foll owing the training we spent
wi th DeeMatelnesaineey Advocacy Chai I
Tester, Senator John Walsh and R
topic of discussion was The Fami
2013 (s.1291/H.R. 2662) . A special thar
showing me the ropes and d_i_n ot a
and tours. As this bein tri
her knowledge and expert h e
successful trip. A speciny s -t I
for the personal tour anBs 1 e
upon us dwuring our Vvisit us
clearance to accompany h api
vote and then a personal h| w
my trip. The Family Eng S
Il ssue Pl ease take the 0O me
Nati onal PTAG6s Public Po n c
for alll the children 1in | wa
me i f you have any quest st
to talk one on one with e i
Sherry Holderith
Mont ana PTBlI Pcesi dent
/ Pl ease j oi n nPer eosni dneyn t moCnathhl | s
2nd Tuesday of each monjth
The topic for fAtBroearAdp rE.lle c8&tibo ntsaobli ci § o t
ASummer Maeaeti wgs$d be held on May 13t a
taking part in the April a-mai 6r meheg oMay
email address to montanaptapresident @gn
i nterest! I | ook forward to hearing|/ fr
K Mi chel |l e Duncan, Mo nt |an




MT PTA VOICE PAGE 4

Advocacy news

on the Hillin DC A PTA Advocacy is supporting and speaking up for children & in schools, in
communities, and before government bodies and other organizations that make decisions affecting
children. State laws can have a major impact and involving PTA members in state and local advocacy can
play a pivotal role in securing adequate state laws, funding, and policy for the education and well -being of
our children.

PTA is the oldest and largest volunteer child advocacy association in the United States. Founded in 1807,

PTA has a long, successful history of influencing federal policy to promote the education, health, and well -
being of all children & resulting in kindergarten classes, child labor laws, school lunch programs, a juvenile
justice system, and strengthened parent -teacher relationships. PTA continues that legacy today by fighting
for change under its federal public policy priorities: Family engagement in education; Opportunity and

equity for all children; and Child Health.

NPTA makes the most of your membership dollars by launching an annual expedition of leaders from every
affiliate or congress (in good standing) to Washington DC for training and meetings with our states
representatives. This gives each affiliate or congress (state) a voice in DC as they meet with their
representatives and talk about the significance of Family Engagement in Education, Education Funding,
Reauthorization of ESEA -NCLB (Elementary and Secondary Education Act/No Child Left Behind), IDEA
(Special Education), Early Childhood Education, Child Health and Nutrition, School Safety and Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency Prevention. Each of these have a policy that outlines the issues and actions we
may take to advocate change in support of our children and families. To review the NPTA Public Policy
Agenda Executive Summary http://www.pta.org/advocacy/content.cfm?ltemNumber=3222

We first met with Senator Tester, Senator Walsh and Congressman Daines at the Wednesday morning

Montana Constituency Coffee March12 ., Thi s gave us a chance to speak
have a brief conversation with each representative as we have a photo taken, marking our presence on the
hill. At Wednesdayf6s PTA |l uncheon our Keynote speak
Staff, and Tom Vilsack, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, they spoke passionately about the power of family
engagement.

Senator Tester, Senator Walsh, Congressman Daines and their staff took time out of their busy schedule to

sit and talk with us on Thursday, March 13  t. This gave us the opportunity to go in depth with each policy

area, having two -way meaningful conversations to ensure all children reach their highest potential. It is

always satisfying to have meaningful dialogue with the powers that be in the interest of children and

families. We engaged them in conversation about family engagement and possibly what it would look like

in Montanad6s school dis
their questions on our public policies and looked

at what challenges Montana schools face now

and in the future. We received positive

responses for our volunteer efforts and offered

to be a resource to each of their offices.

All said and done, it felt as if we made a
connection with each of
maintain our relationship and offer all our
information.

Thank you for all you do.

Dee Hensley -Maclean

Montana PTA Advocacy Chair
Montana PTA takes action on the Hill in DC during the Legislative Conference in March 2014.
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Membership news

CouL YOURUNI Use$ 1, 000 ?
Just because we are into the -2O0UAtbBchadl | gear

mean you have to put a halt to your membershijp r

Have you heard about the National PTAG6s Membe
the detail s. |l f you have, we encourage you tjo c
members between how and May 31

The National PTA has | aunched their Member|shi
members that sign uYarbde thdye nBdrRigbrl waray I hapter i s
chance to win $1, 000!

AWedbve recruited at | east 14 new members with
win! ?0o Downl oadhttthpe: /e/nitwwy/ pftoarCrm mautl/ ¢ toel agne A Of f i ¢
14 in 614 Entry Formo per 14 new recruits and su
member ship dues report. | t 0s

There wild| be 14 chapters that
at the National PTA Convention

Still have questions? Donoét
of fice for details.

Heather Wright

Montana PTA Membership Chair

WHAT ABOUTTHEO T 6

Did you know that nationally, teachers only me
since they are such draichtegrAalsopiatce omf the Par e

National Teacher ApfiDeci aet 68 Wakk it i Mappport
educators the history, values and mission of TA/
resources their | ocal PTA/ PTSA unit(s) have t o f
participation truly impacts their students an f
within your unit to attend a PTA sponsored event
wel come and invited to attend? Have you shared
teachers are faced with such that we can begi

Mont ana State PTA is asking that you make S |
Appreciation Week, but throughout the year, t re
wonodét go unnoticed and they may very well serve :
opportunity

Il n an effort to support our | ocal uni ts engage
on our Pinterest page with many posts that will i
those teachers that are not either active PTA/ PT:
work to grow membership by recruiting our teacher
chil drenbés future and striving for( ' uc e
Heather Wright

Mont ana PTA Membership Chair
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YELLOWSTONE VALLEY IPLTA COUNC ,@7_)
R Together with the
J MONTANA STATE PTA

)\4', Presents

SPRI NG TRAI NI NG [,
Thursday, May 8th, 2014 ¢
6:3830: 00pm Soci al
7:®®: 00pm Meeting

Lincoln Center Board Roo0mMm, Downt own

Topics will include Male Engagement and
Bring new and returning board m2zinb®rschoolt rya

Your new board will feel more confident going into t heomesxstf
Bring your questions for Q & A ti
BONUS:
EACH PTA REPRESENTED WILL RECEI VE ONE FREE REGI
CONVENTI ON I N OCTOBER. HELD I N BILLI NGS (
Refreshments wil/l be served.
For more information cal/l

Pam Anderson, YV PTAS8CTou nocri |ShRerrersyi dHeonl td e6r7i 1t h9 7 4Y3v

REFLECTIONS NEWS
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Invitations will be sent to 1st place students to attend the Convention Reflections Showcase heldin

their honor October 4th in Billings, where they will receive their award and certificate (will be
mailed if unable to attend after convention).

Jennifer

k Montana PTA Reflections Chair /
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Julia Lave 6th Grade Poly Drive PTA Billings

2014 2015 Reflections Theme:
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Ava Tooke
Regan Tintzman

3rd Grade
7th Grade

Hellgate Elem PTA
Whitefish PTA
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Reflections Winners
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