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Annual Report Filing
Secretary of State N Deadline April 15
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/ ** Pl ease join me on M

2nd Tuesday of every month at 7:00pm. The topic for the April 12th
caliso Mont ana and t he LTadgtops forarte MaydOthP r
calis Fundrai sing and the Role i

CALL IN NUMBER 166-740-1260 ACCESS CODE 6289007
Thank you in advance for your interest!

/! |/ ook forward to your attenda
k Sherry Holderith, Montana PTA President

A SHART HOME

Secure all guns in your home and vehicles
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Model responsible behavior around guns
Ask about the presence of unsecured guns in other homes

Renugnize the risks of teen suicide
Tell your peers to be SMART

Trained presenters across Montana are available to deliver the Be
SMART message in your community. To find out how to bring Be SMART
to your community please contact montana@momschapterleaders.org.

Visit BeSMARTforKids.org/PTA to sign up as a Be SMART PTA.
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YELLOWSTONE VALLEY PTA COUNCIL
Together with the
Montana State PTA
Presents
SPRING TRAINING
Tuesday, April 26th, 2016
6:30-8:00 pm
In Billings at the Lincoln Center

COME LEARN SOME FUNDRAISING TIPS, VISIT WITH LIFETOUCH REPRESENTA
AND NETWORK WITH OTHER PTA LEADERS.

Bring your new board members to help transition them to the 2016 -2017 school year.
Bring your returning board members for a discussion about fundraising. Hear about
the Lifetouch Child Safe Program. Learn about how to get entered into the Lifetouch

Memory Mission trip lottery.

COUNCIL BONUS: EACH PTA REPRESENTED WILL RECEIVE A FREE REGISTRA
THE MT STATE PTA CONVENTION IN SEPTEMABERBE HELD IN GREAT FALLS
(1 PER PTA IN GOOD STANDING)

Refreshments will be served, andPRIZESvill be won!!!!
For more information call Colleen Nichols at 861-6890

evernchild. onevoice

montana pta anards

Many Local Units have exceeded in members over the previous year which
would qualify them for a Membership award. We are sure there are Units in
Montana who qualify for Leadership and Grassroots awards as well.

Montana PTA Award applications for Membership, Leadership, and
Grassrootsare due April 15, 2016. Go to our Montana PTA website,
www.montanapta.org and click on Unit Tools, PTA Awards. There you will
find the guidelines and forms you will need to apply for awards

and please send your forms to

glad you did! We love to honor and celebrate our Local Units!

If you have any questions please contact the Montana PTA ?
office at 406-628-9007 or mtstatepta@gmail.com.
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Secretary Message
Teacher Appreciation Week I s Al most Her e!
This year Teacher Ampmrdacyi atMagn 2Weée K hir 0 ucgchmiFrg d e
right up! Ever since 1984 when the PTA estabjlis
of May to celebrate, thank, and spend some e}xtr
These men and women contribute in such a spejcia
community, and are an integral part of succelssf
them just how much they mean to us?
0 Thank you gi-fAt heamd ferdtes handwritten note [fro
for their contributions is the simplest way |to
meetings, or helps out at ev-éemasmk oOohesmbppPpot s nwn
course i f budgets allow, small gifts for thel te
item | i ke a reusabl e water bottle or a coffee m
mi ght need, these little things show the t eaiche
O I nvol ve-Ktides lairces excited to be involved in you
teachegpecially 1 f 1t'"s a secret! You could hav
and then hang it up at school for the week. |Or
draw a picture, or express in other ways thejir
teacher and have the kids present them. Genujine
every day will be a touching memory for the |tea
0 Pl an a RPRMTAveveeén some PTA units do somet hijing
teachers at their school, but doing even one| ev
year at our school, we wanted to do something f
Heal t hy Foods initiativesd htethe chTA | p uwta st a gngptl reem
l uncheon in the teacher's | ounge. PTA bought] th
to bring in toppings, pasta salads, vegetabliles,
restaurantamsaliatd was a huge success! Coffee and
be a nice treat, or for a bit of luxury, brijng
hamdr ki ng teachers.
0 Don't forget suppWpwbit ei hhankeyowanwsetes and |gi f
our respect and gratitude, Teacher Appreciatii on
how we can back teacher-soumdt heSupponmntf esswoineay
and welcome them to join PTA to express theijr i
their needs are and see i f there is a way to me
brainstorm other solutions with them. Attend sc
the district's teachers. And | ast b 2 -0 st
have to do their jobs can be direct t
voi ce heard.
From the smallest PTA unit to the |
of -ubere is a way to do something s
beyond Good |l uck with your celebra
Andrea Barrow
Mont ana PTA Secretary
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Montana PTA Convention - 2016

L
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Be sure to make plans to attend the
101st Annual Montana PTA Convention

September 24, 2016

Best Western Heritage Plus Inn, Great Falls
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Advocacy news

Washington DC Legislative Conference 2016

~

|l tds becoming increasing apparent that what ha
challenge is to be sure DC hears Montanads voi

Secondary Education Act, previously known as NCLB and now called ESSA, has been reauthorized our

focus turns to funding our childrends educatio
engagement. In particular, our call to Action is to request funding for Statewide Family Engagement
Centers in the amount of $10 million in FY2017.

What you should know about ESSA

A quick overview of ESSA:

Title 18 Improving Basic Programs Operated by State and Local Education Agencies

Title 110 Preparing, Training, and Recruiting High-Quality Teachers, Principals, or Other School Leaders
Title 1118 Language Instruction for English Learners and Immigrant Students

Title IV® 21 Century Schools

Title V 0 State Innovation and Local Flexibility

Title V19 Indian, Native Hawaiian, and Alaska Native Education

Title VI8 Impact Aid

Title VIII® General Provisions

Transitioning to ESSA

Formula grant programs will operate under NCLB structure for 2016 8 2017 school year
State Accountability systems under NCLB end August 1, 2016

Priority and Focus schools must continue interventions in SY1617

New statewide accountability systems to be developed and in place by SY1718

ESSA flexibility/waivers expire August 1, 2016

State and local report cards still in effect through 2016 6 2017 school year

Competitive grant programs go into effect on October 1, 2016

Title I: Parent and Family Engagement (Sec. 1116)

School districts are required to have a written parent and family engagement policy

School districts must reserve at least 1% of funds for family engagement

Use of funds for family engagement: Professional development, home and community programs,
sharing best practices and collaborating with organizations.

Title IV: Statewide Family Engagement Centers (Part E)

A reauthorized and improved version of the Parental Information and Resource Center (PIRC) program
in No Child Left Behind

Competitive grant program to statewide organizations or a consortia of statewide organizations
Authorized at $10 million in ESSA

Statewide Family Engagement Centers (SFECs)
Work with state and local level agencies to support family engagement

Provide professional development on evidence-based and effective family engagement strategies
Provide direct services to families on how to

Continued on next page
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Advocacy news A Continued

Authorization vs Appropriations

Authorizers:

House Committee on Education and the Workforce

Senate Health, Education Labor, and Pensions Committee

Example: Statewide Family Engagement Centers are authorized at $10 million in ESSA

Appropriators:

Appropriations Committees

Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Services (LHHS) Subcommittee handles
education funding

Example: Statewide Family Engagement Centers FY 2016: $0 FY 2017: TBD

Appropriations Timeline: October 1° Fiscal Year (FY) Begins; February, Presidents Budget Request;
March & May, Congress Deliberates; Mayd July, Appropriations Bills Introduced; August, Recess;
September 30", End of Fiscal Year.

Why Fund SPECs

Over 40 years of research shows that family engagement is critical for student success
Students attend school more regularly, earn better grades, enroll in advanced-level courses, and have

hi gher graduation rates. We need to ensure our

education, workforce and career opportunities in the 21 % century.

Our ask of you, local unit leaders and members, is to respond to our Action Alerts
as we keep the pressure on our Montana members of Congress to fund Statewide
Family Engagement Centers at $10 million in FY2017. Make your VOICE heard in
Washington DC.

ESSA PTA Resources webpageww.PTA.org/ESSA
U.S. Department of Education ESSA webpagevww.ed.gov/essa
Thank you for all you do,

Dee Hensley -Maclean

Montana PTA Advocacy Chair
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School Event
Sign-ups
Classroom Parent Teacher
Communications O Directory
1’ a
3 ’ . Email Paper
Using 9 Communication Tools? Newsletters Fiyers
Disengaged Parents?
Commitee Photo
Openings o Sharing
Online File
Parent Groups Sharing
Konstella.com
One Communication Service
) ) . It’s Free
One Tight-Knit Community
,
g 42
REFLECTIONS NEWS
/ hbDw! ¢! [II¢BAbIKSI2a2y iyl mMad tftlFOS GgAYYAY
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Invitations have been sent to 1st Place students to attend the Reflections Celebration in
their honor in May, where they will receive their award and certificate

(will be mailed the week following if unable to attend the Reflections Celebration).
Montana PTA Reflections

B 20162017 Reflections Theme: B

What [|'s Your Sz‘orﬂy?
&zzmmzmmzmxxﬂ
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CONGRATULATIONSR2016 Reflections 1st Place Winners

Literature:

Jonah Hunt 2" grade
Ryessa Hirsch 5" grade
Sydney Garcia 6™ grade

Finney Manchala 9" grade

Film Production:
Nathan Hodson 1% grade

Benjamin Hodson 5™ grade

Danika Tintzman 7" grade
Jeffrey Hyer 11" grade
Music:

Eli Crist 2" grade
Kittalla Wise 3" grade
Joel Demars 7" grade
Visual Arts:

Tucker Witzel Special Artist
Iris Gallagher 1% grade
Camryn Goodman 4™ grade
Eden Hill 6" grade
Zoe Hopkins 10" grade
Photography:

Nathan Hodson 1% grade
Selah Hagler 5" grade
Tucker Adkins 6" grade

Finney Manchala 9™ grade

Dance:
Nathan Hodson 1% grade

Benjamin Hodson 5" grade

Meadow Lark PTA, Great Falls
Whitefish PTA

Whitefish PTA

Treasure STATE PTA

Sacajawea PTA, Great Falls
Sacajawea PTA, Great Falls
Whitefish PTA
Whitefish PTA

Meadow Lark PTA, Great Falls
Sacajawea PTA, Great Falls
Arrowhead PTA, Billings

Whitehall PTSA

Poly Drive PTA, Billings
Sacajawea PTA, Great Falls
Arrowhead PTA, Billings
Whitefish PTA

Sacajawea PTA, Great Falls
Whitefish PTA

Pioneer PTA, Billings
Treasure STATE PTA

Sacajawea PTA, Great Falls
Sacajawea PTA, Great Falls

PAGE 9

Laura Crist

Marisa van Lawick
Marisa van Lawick
Michelle Scoles

Emily Hodson
Emily Hodson
Marisa van Lawick
Marisa van Lawick

Laura Crist
Emily Hodson
Heather Ohs

Kristi Wilson

Deva Gallagher
Emily Hodson
Heather Ohs
Marisa van Lawick

Emily Hodson
Marisa van Lawick
Joann Palmeri
Michelle Scoles

Emily Hodson
Emily Hodson
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Reflections Winners N photography

inney Manchala
Treasure STATE PTA

Selah

Hagler
Whitefish PTA

T T

Tucker

Adkins

Pioneer PTA
Billings

Nathan Hodson
Sacajawea PTA, Great Falls
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PAGE 11
Reflections Winners n VISUAL ARTS
Camryn Goodman
Sacajawea PTA
Great Falls PIA REFLECTIONS
Eden Hill
Arrowhead PTA
Billings
Tucker Witzel
Whitehall PTSA
Iris Gallagher
Poly Drive PTA
Hopkins Billings

\Whitefish PTA




