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Over the summer please remember to
keep your PTA hat on and be ready to
advocate for Montana kids around every
corner. Your Montana PTA board will be
working all summer so if you have
guestions or need some guidance please
email our board directly or call our office
because we want to hear from you. If
you are a new incoming officer, we
know how hectic and exciting it is to be
on a local unit board.

It is very important to plan on sending at
least one person on your board to the
Montana PTA Convention. This is
training and a great opportunity to meet
other local units to find out what they
are doing in their school. Plus, itis a
great opportunity to meet your Montana
PTA board members. We will have PTA
business to attend to as well so let your
voice be heard. This year the
convention will be held in Billings so
bring the whole family and prepare to
have some fun.

Currently, four Montana PTA board
members are
getting ready to
attend the
National PTA
Convention in
Cincinnati, Ohio,
where we will
receive intense
training as well as
receive resources
from National

dent 0s

PTA to bring back to the local units. As a
board, Montana PTA is working on a
Common Core State Standards
Committee so that we can help your
local unit and parents understand what
common core state standards are and
how to transition into them smoothly.
Remember, PTA is your source for all of
this information. Once our board gets
back from Ohio we will have a great
wealth of information to help all of you.
So please remember if you are receiving
an incredible amount of inquiries please
contact the Montana PTA office and we
will get you the information you need.

Remember over the summer to have at
least one board meeting to introduce
yourselves to each other and to get
some strategic plans in place before the
2013-2014 school year begins.

Again, welcome to the end of the 2012 -
2013 school year and welcome to
summer!i!!

Thank you for all your work this past
year for Montana kids and for PTA. You
all are amazing!

Michelle Duncan

Montana PTA President
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SAVe the Date! A MT PTA Convention
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Montana PTA Board of Directors

~

4 CONGRATULATIONSto Lewis and Clark Elementary PTA
Great Falls, MT for winning 10 Kindles from National PTA'$
Family Reading Experience, Powered by Kindle!

\ /

Montana PTA is on Facebook!!! v
Stay connected with Montana PTA. “PTA
LIKE us on FB!

\ every child. one voice.
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A great big THANK YOU goes out to Laurel School

District for allowing Montana PTA to use a school

room as an office at no charge. We appreciate the
free office space and are very grateful!

THANK YOU LAUREL SCHOOL DISTRICT!!
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7EI1T Ui 6 AA A O1 OET C Athis Credential Certification is necessary to register as a Voting

Delegate for the MT PTA Convention. The unit president and
secretary must sign this credential. It is not transferable to any other
person and is good for one vote for each action taken at the

| convention. Convention attendees registering on site must show
their current PTA membership card. If you do not have a PTA card
and you are a paid member please contact your local unit President
to get your card. Each unit in good standing is allowed 1 vote for its
| president plus 1 vote for each 25 members or the greater portion
thereof. Each council is allowed 1 vote for its president.

A0S

51T EO O 3EC
REGI STRATI ON FEES
I ncludes speakers, wor kshops, materi al s, and food at Friday
PTA6s fiSalute to SuccessO Banquet Saturday

_ $95. 00 AdWRemrced vRdg ibstf roatei Sre pt ember 21$_2013
_ $120. 00 Registration Received after S&ptember 21, 2013
_ $ IFTOA OMe niNooenr Regi strati on s ___
_ Extra Satumddfay L un@ h$lo2n. OTO cekaecths s ___
o Extra Saturday fiSaldu#e_to_ Suc@e$s®d. Bangaeh TFcKk@TAL $_
*No refunds for registration fees or meal wildl be given after S¢
*Registration fees will not be adjusted for unattended meal s

ROOM RESERVATION INFORMATION
Contact: Big Horn Resort, 1801 Majestic Lane, Billings, MT 59102 for room reservations. Toll free 1.877.995.8999 or 406.839300.

Check out their website and see what attractions are available near the hotel, the website address is thebighornresort.com. Sngle rooms are
$89 + tax and double rooms are $89 + tax. Please make reservations as soon as possible because these group rates are only gdaintil noon
on September 3, 2013. All areas are fully accessible. Request the Montana State PTA convention rate.

Checkin time is 3:00pm and checkout time is 11:00am.

[J Yes, I have reservations at the Big Horn Resort

RETURN COMPLETED FORM AND CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO:
Montana PTA, PO Box 1269 Laurel, MT 59044

Montana PTA would like to know what great work and accomplishments your PTA had in the 2012 -2013 school year. This is what the Qlute
fo Success Is all about. We want to congratulate you and let all the delegates know what local units are busy
doing. We will contact you to get further details from you.

__ Yes we want to CELEBRATE OUR SUCCESS! | will be waiting for my phone call to
tell Montana PTA all about it!!!

For Montana PTA Office Use
Date Received
Check Number
Check Amount
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Secretary message

Summer is upon us!

Anyone else |imping to the
daughter's favorite pants came home Wi a ho
l unches have beemedeciveedlt wWendmckpack bur s
|l " m scrambling to complete my PTA end year
I wi || be the first to admit that come summer
television than wusual, and decompressing from
and myself alike. |1 need that week. After the
to talk to everyone about Common Core. Ye-s,
bear with me

Whet her your kids wild/ be with you at home or
combination of the two) having an academic co
strongly supports the Common Core curriculum
parents to be informed and active in their <ch
One component that strikes me as relevant i s |
concepts at the beginning of the sdbdpoh learni
subject that Common Core calls for, students
buildoomot LOSI NG those skills has become inc
Common Core comes into my summer planning.
Now this doesn't mean putting on your own sum
directives that Common Core | ays out, you can
math objectives your third grader should know
nonfiction works into the regular reading tim
guestions afterward. These t8ingk phenbge dbnei
but even just this small time investment has
do to reinforce what your child has | earned,
Student Success" booklets for each grade. Eac
|l earning about and fluent in for Mathematics
activities to do at home that hctam:supopoaoar.tortgh o
content.cfm?ltdamNUmD&r ap58DdDur child'" s infor ma
check with your child's teacher for ideas or
curriculum information and dedicate some pract
Take advantage of free online sites for mat h
school work together that has come hom Thi s
di fference.

Kids need plenty of free time, fresh air, and
components of reinforcement to their | earning
fall Adjusting to thes new standards wil |l t
-somet hing that as a PTA member, you know i s a
goal s. Let's work together to have an awesome

Andrea Barrow

MT State PTA Secretary

)



http://pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583
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Membership news

|l tds al most summer! Now is the time to
your membership goal s. I f you didn't th
next year. Make sure you end the year b
and thank yous in your school paper or
|l et them know often that you appreciate
You should be ready to vote in your new
and what i s expected. Encourage them to
GREAT resource for your entire PTA boar
help increase membership numbers and vo
member shi  pleamenA Y¥rowth i s an ideal g
awesome place to start so you can manag
(Justbetweenfriends.com/ ptaquickstart)

much more to raise PTA awareness.

| |l ook forward to seeing

anytime i f you hacvanambheg

Tanya Sharbono

you all at ou
02eloZsbhoelo.n st ! 4 06

= Ad

Mont ana PTA Membership Chair
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Reflections news
ANNOUNCI NG THE NATI ONAL PTA REFLECTI ON WI

MUSI C COMPOSI TI ON

CADEN MO®RETrowhead PTA, Billings
Aiwhen the Sun Setsbo

REGAN TI NTZMAN BETHANY BARNES
Whitefish PTA Whitefish PTA

PHOTOGRAPHY

LI TERATURE

MAKENZI E CHRI SBE§NS&Nk School PTA

e
enter he arena. | brown, custom ilored, on... he judges. » 1 coulda't really be o S w1
he smiled, y Battestom oo, love o ide “Right” I sgh. “( w1
same as mine, and a5 wel as being my olde siser by twelve years, she wasalso my lgal Jiedoff my
¥ = g ety 2 We were coming up onthe st jump. | canfee every muscle n Battestorm’s body. He's o i "
uardian nd personalwiner today
drough the rs, er prtectly Aman - e ready and he ecds to know I'm ready. We're ot afaid. We have done much more complicated
Hacktop hatand tuned back o the arena and the middie jdge waved e in. Gely, | nudged my courses before. I rth though... | am terifed.  aways am. But Battletonm needs me and as ‘Make sur you use the new conditoner | ot him!™ Lizy shouied lamely afer me.
shinyblack boo e 4 powerfulgrey Thorough Bred with m tall blck boots and he walked siadily forward. His long as | emanse confidence,he will b confdent. We can do tis.
Gotit Lizzy." 1 took offhis bridic and lipped on his more comfortabe hlie. The bit
il butoveral, it wasakind of magie and it was beauifl, movement was flawkss, th finet orse L hdever known. Basestorn's white mane was tghtly
The st jump i extilratin, The rush of blood, the rapd breath, our heartbeats, | lean Tooked gross,
. in, up ... thump. The st jumpis done with. A broad gin streiched aross my face and | 3 »
. " I had known Bat acolt
willgot 10 do sl ks thet, b, Stormy?” I whispered o k. : swore I could feel his excitement too. - Baby" I smiled and nuzzled
when was ten years od . .
Nextup”™ ving mea it G — me. “There was magic theretoday,don'tyou tink Baby? | knaw |l like magic” He whinnied
. 1 > buzzof . 1 o
cotinued Jimes Dy o “Wedid it » * She smiled, satisfied "
compeingon et horse Batestorn. pure oy, exc i its own that smling “Frst,next st There's lways magic inthose momens.”
i S— You realythink so, Lizzy?"  asked, pting Battesorm’s thick neck. | hugged him.
This was .My blod rished, warm and st hrough my ense body and buterfles it
eck, ! am slighly rised offthe saddi,the srrups taut with my weight and is kead perfec, all Yes. You are advancing quickly, sweete
around i my stomach. | stugged 10 keep myself sl for Batlestom's ke, The gt keper
leading up o produce the perfect jump.
s ! Tucking of my
out o s savey Andlusian Tevy d L v Battistomn. “Oh I y ! You provie. oot
My tum. 1 idgetd,
: abilies & ggerjumps. A doubl oxa,six
 Balestorm, md of e “Thanks, Lizz. Magic” 1 shrugged, smiling brightly. 1 swear we were magic out tere ™
sides ride had
been flawiess. The last secton will be more diffcultthough. | ficked my gaze quickly to my “Otidac’t bl
_— or otheron her websie or me. “That was purely. .. talent.” Lizy fnished disracedly
dusing off my kel "
Makencie
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BENJAMI N HeDVdeEGN ow Lar k PTA, Great Fal l s

T want to tell you a story about my mother and I. We have always been very, very, great friends.
‘We play lots of games together. We make forts, go on hikes, or just jump on the trampoline
together. In the fall, we jump in leaves. Winter, we just stay inside and play board games. In the
spring, we go on walks. In th % You get it, mom and

having good times.

‘Then something really horrible happened. My mom got sick. Really sick. At first, I thought the
sickness would last for a week. Then I thought it would be for a month. Next I started to feel
scared because it wasn't going away.

‘Then there were changes in the house. Sometimes my dad had to miss work to take care of my
‘mom. My brothers and I had to help my mom with lots of stuff, like getting her food and water.

“The sickness just kept on going. Suddenly, my mom coulda’t jump on the trampoline. No more
grocery shopping together, no more fun.

My Mom and I 1 fet miserable and wondered whatin the world I could do when I am bored. Sometimes I didn't
know what to do but lay down on the ground and wait until my mother needed anything.
Sometimes I fet like maybe my mom would have this sickness forever and never get beter.

‘The doctor said that my mom should not walk and go in a wheelchair or not go to the grocery
store. The first time we went to the store, my mom was very embarrassed. I really helped her by
cheering her up. I said “Don’t be embarrassed. Riding in a wheelchair is fun! Nathan and I can
‘push you!” That helped my mom feel better.

‘We also made a “What My Mom Can Do list. My mom and I put stuff on the list like “talking
on the phone, being a friend, hugging, teaching Benjamin math.” We taped the list on the
refrigerator. So on some of the days I could go to the refrigerator, pull the list off, and show my
mom one of the things we could do. It made me feel better that I could do something with my
mom and not just get her stuff while she lay on the couch.

She's been sick for over a year. I've been sad and then I think of my mom and how I can still
have fun and even though she is sick, it is still okay. Sometimes my mom has better days. Things
are different, but still great. I have also learned that even though my mom is sick, it’s not the
worst thing ever. It's not like it makes you so you can only sit around each day. We can still tlk,
laugh, play board games, and watch shows together and snuggle.

I've also found out that my mom being sick made it so we can have extra family time. | know a
couple of people who don't spend a lot of time with their children. Either going to the mall or
just not being there as often. 1 like it that my mom is always near and I can always go and talk o
her.

. LA TPes Medson,

MT.LiH Rl Hodson Bengamin. 2
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Nati onal PTA Partners with B |
Announcement of New School S a

PTA Encourages
ent

Fsree eo fSeTrivpiTcxet f r om Bl a
Al Il ows Studen t

S o Report Bullying C

ALEXANDRI A, VA. i \Veatyi &g | 2RTLAB )i s encouraging students
new resource designed to stop one of Tbhélyganigondhauhnei

Bl ackboard I nc-wayTitekxt nigs s@rtvwee that all ows studen
of ficials of activity related to bullying or schopl
promote the new service whidlR wiclhloobhes @fnfderde & tfrorcitfsr e
TipTxt is a tipline that allows for confidential, | te)>
critical challenges that students experience such| as
abuseesselefmn or confidence probl ems. Armed with thiis
or i mmediate acti-by atse® tealsp san a case

Bullying has quickly become one of the nationds mpst
show that 1 in every 7 students from kindergarten|to
bullying. Nati onal PTA encourages parents and schpol :
bullying in our school s.

ANati onal PTA has always believed that creating a| di
measures to putting a stop to the problem. TipTxt| is
this dialogue. Not | ong ago, we created Connect fopr |
conversations was a key step in building awarenesps at
we support this tool that provides children an avenuet
Betsy Landers, National PTA President

About PTA6s Connect for Respect

I n March 2011, Nati onal PTA |l aunched an initiative t
conversations in their school communities about bul I\
develop solutions that they can i mplement <coll aboyfati
About National PTA

National PTAE comprises millions of families, student
community |l eaders devoted to the educational success
in school s. PTA is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofijt
all children, a relevant resource for families and cc¢
Membership in PTA is open to anyone who wants to be i
health, and welfare of children and youth

About Bl ackboard I nc

Bl ackboard I nc is a global | eader in enterprise tect
experience of millions of students and | earners afourt
t housands of hi-fperpediieasi onal K corporate, and gover
teaching and I earning online, facilitate campus cpmme
with their communities. Founded in 1997, Bl ackboard i
North America, Europe, Asia and Australi a
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Program news

Congratulations to our Montana PTA

Scholarship Winners
| am pleased to announce the winners of the 2013 -$500.00 Montana PTA Scholarships.

Chelsy Noffsinger is a Senior Graduating from Glacier High School and a member of Treasure State
PTA. Miss Noffsinger plans on attending Montana State University and majoring in elementary
education.

Mitchell Buerkle is a College Junior attending University of Montana/Montana Tech and is majoring
in Mathematics. He is a member of Big Timber PTA.

Again, Congratulations to our winners!!!

Sherry Holderith

Montana PTA Program Chair

The Montana State PTA |
vear term for the posi
OAUOT I 1 AobPAOEAT AA DPOAA
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'“GAOAOOAA ET OAOOEIT C 1

EA 30AOA |/ &AA 1 O |
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Mont ana PTA P,n
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Montana Heads NO Tail s Grjlant

@ To Attend the Montana PTA Convention
October 4th & 5th, 2013
Big Horn Resort, Billings, MT
Deadline for submission is September 1, 2013

JGKS az2yidlyl t¢! FgFrNRa F tAYAGSR ydzYoSNI 27¥

¢KS 3ANI yi 2P0SNAR 2yS NR2Y F2N) g2 yAaakda i GKS
a0KSRdzf SR St TdzyOe2yao ¢CNF YaLR2NIlFa2y G2 |yR
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TREASURERO®S TIPS
Hey Treasurers, this is a great time of year for your new boards to work
on the budget for the next school
Montana PTA website in a while, you should make a note to do so. Go
to www. montanapta.org, c¢click on |0
| nf o00. There is a huge amount of
do your job. You can find a sample budget and financial statements,
tax return info, quick financi al
Youol | be glad you did!
Colleen Nichols
Montana PTA Treasurer
Board of Directors
President: MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE. Membership:
MICHELLE DUNCAN SHERRY HOLDERITH TANYA SHARBONO
855-3160 8609743 214-2661
president@montanapta.org memberrepl@montanapta.org membership@montanapta.org
Secretary: MARIELLEN RITTS New Unit Development:
ANDREA BARROW 453-3554 VACANT
7072447 memberrep2@montanapta.org newunit@montanapta.org
secretary@montanapta.org APPOINTED CHAIRS Program:
Treasurer- Advocacy: SHERRY HOLDERITH
COLLEEN NICHOLS DEE HENSLEY MACLEAN 860-9743
861-6890 363-1608 program@ montanapta.org
treasurer@montanapta.org advocacy@montanapta.org Refiections:

President Elect: Convention: TANYA SHARBONC JENNIFER VAN VOAST
AT 2142661 799-2345
presidentelect@montanapta.org ~ convention@montanapta.org reflections@montanapta.org

Diversity: MARIELLEN RITTS ~ Health and Safety:
453-3554 KATHY ARAGON
698-2992

diversity@montanapta.org
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